142              Dinner at Sir Eyre Cootes.      [August 28.
this fort; but that 'the barracks, &c. form several streets1.' This is aggrandising. Mr. Ferne observed, if he had said they form a square, with a row of buildings before it, he would have given a juster description. Dr. Johnson re-marked, 'how seldom descriptions correspond with realities ; and the reason is, that people do not write them till some time after, and then their imagination has added circumstances.'
We talked of Sir Adolphus Oughton2. The Major said, he knew a great deal for a military man. JOHNSON. ' Sir, you will find few men, of any profession, who know more. Sir Adolphus is a very extraordinary man ; a man of boundless curiosity and unwearied diligence.'
I know not how the Major contrived to introduce the contest betAveen Warburton and Lowth. Joi-INSON. 'Warbur-ton kept his temper all along, while Lowth was in a passion. Lowth published some of Warburton's letters. Warburton drew him on to write some very abusive letters, and then asked his leave to publish them ; which he knew Lovvtli could not refuse, after what lie had done. So that Warburton contrived that he should publish, apparently with Lowth's consent, what could not but shew Lowth in a disadvantageous light3.'
At three the drum beat for dinner. I, for a little while, fancied myself a military man, and it pleased me. We went to Sir Eyre Coote's, at the governour's house, and found him a most gentleman-like man. His lady is a very agreeable woman, with an uncommonly mild and sweet tone of
1 'The barracks are very handsome, and form several regular ancl good streets.' Pennant's Tour, p. 144.
3 See ante, p. 50.
3 Here Dr. Johnson gave us part of a conversation held between a. Great Personage and him, in the library at the Queen's Palace, in the course of which this contest was considered. I have been at great pains to get that conversation as perfectly preserved as possible. It may perhaps at some future time be given to the public. BOSWELL. For 'a Great Personage' see ante, \. 254; and for the conversation, ii. 37.
voice.nolds wrote of Johnson:—' He sometimes, it must be confessed, covered his ignorance by generals rather than appear ignorant.' Taylor's Reynolds, ii. 457.
 lessened, ii. 217.
England's Gazetteer, iv. 311.
English Humourists, i. 199, n. 2,
English Malady, The, i. 65 ; iii. 27, n. I.
English Poets, BelTs, ii. 453, n. 2.
ENGLISH PROSE.   See STYLE.
Englishman in Paris, ii. 395, n. 2.
ENTAILS, advantage of them, ii. 428; Barony of Auchinleck, ii. 413-423 ; Johnson's letters on it, ii. 415-423; limits should be set, ii. 428-9; nobles must be kept from poverty, ii. 421, n. i; v. 101.
ENTHUSIASM, of curiosity, iii. 7; in farming, v. in.
ENTHUSIAST, by rule, iv. 33.
Enucleated, iii. 346.
ENVY, all men naturally envious, iii. 271.
EPICHARMUS, ii. 107, n. i.
EPICTETUS, v. 279.
EPICUREAN in Lucian, iii. 10.
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